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Some of the more impetuous were about to reprove Hsu Wu to his
face but they were prevented from doing so by the more discreet
guests present.
Now those guests that advised silence had good reasons for their
action. They said, "The hearts of rich and aristocratic people are
different from those of us poor. Hsu Wu has changed since he has
served at Court. Moreover, outsiders should not try to stir up
dissension in the family. You and I are, after all, outsiders and
should not meddle in their affairs. It probably would not be of any
use, but would only serve to make the younger brothers conscious
of the injustice done to them, whereas now they are willing to obey
their eldest brother without a murmur. If they were unwilling,
they would speak up for themselves. It is now too late to put in our
word for them."
The couplet says well:
9
Take not upon yourself what is not your own affair
Speak not to those who are of a different mind from your own.
The younger brothers did not show the least inclination to dispute
their eldest brother's disposition of their family inheritance, for they
had been taught well the importance of brotherly love and believed
implicitly in their eldest brother's judgment
Thenceforward Hsu Wu occupied the central rooms* while his
brothers lived in the smaller rooms to either side. The latter con-
tinued to lead the servants and slaves in the labor of the fields and
spent their spare moments in studying. When they encountered
passages that they could not understand they would take thdbr
problems to Hsu Wu and ask for his elucidation, The wives, too,
emulated the example set by the brothers and lived in sisterly
harmony.
Then the elders of the district began to say among themselves
that IHsu Wu was a fraud but that Hsu Yen and Hsu Pu wore
truly filial and honest. They composed a jingle in which they set
forth the circumstances of the disposal of the Hsu family inheritance
and bemoaned the fact that true merit should have been witkmt